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Cat's in the Cradle

Written by Sean M Elliott

READ THIS FIRST
This script is distributed under a Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial-ShareAlike 3.0 license. That means:
You are free:
o to Share — to copy, distribute and transmit the work
o to Remix — to adapt the work
Under the following conditions:
o Attribution. You must attribute the work in the manner specified by the author or licensor (but not in any way that
suggests that they endorse you or your use of the work).
o Noncommercial. You may not use this work for commercial purposes.
o Share Alike. If you alter, transform, or build upon this work, you may distribute the resulting work only under the
same or similar license to this one.
o For any reuse or distribution, you must make clear to others the license terms of this work. The best way to do
this is with a link http://theoretikos.com/sfdogma10
o Any of the above conditions can be waived if you get my permission: sean.m.elliott@gmail.com
More info here: http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/
See the end of this file for the complete legalese.

1. Ext. Suburban street. Night.

Dark night, but streetlights light the street. DAMIEN walks around the corner and into
view. He is in his late thirties, wearing a crumpled business suit, carrying a brown
briefcase. There is the noise of traffic in the distance, but no cars are driving in his street.
He walks up to a townhouse, going through his usual motions of finding his keys. He
unlocks the front door and heads inside his house.

2. Int. Hallway.

DAMIEN pulls the door shut behind him. The moment the door snibs the outside noises
are silenced. DAMIEN spends a moment at the front door looking down and at nothing.
Then he looks long down the hallway like he heard something.

Shot looking down the hall from DAMIEN's POV. We see doors leading off the hallway
into other rooms of the house. Down the far end the hall opens into a kitchen/dining/living
room. There's a blue glow from down the end there. DAMIEN walks into shot, moving
carefully and quietly forward, putting his brief case on a table, but still holding his keys. As
he walks he moves these into his hand to become more threatening. He passes his
bedroom and glances in.

3. Int. Damien's bedroom.
It's dark, but there's a lump in the bed where DAMIEN'S WIFE is curled up and sleeping.
DAMIEN notes that his wife is there and continues down the corridore.

4. Int. Hallway.

DAMIEN nears the end of the hallway. He pauses, looking into the kitchen. As all this is
happening, a noise that has been getting progressively louder as he comes closer to the
kitchen - a whine, much like many thousands of flies - is now very loud. He reaches to the
light switch and flicks it on. At that instant the sound stops. He stands at the entrance to...

5. Int. Kitchen.

Slow pull into DAMIEN's face as he looks at something in the kitchen. As this pull
happens, we get flashes of what he sees: filthy dripping black ooze; limbs that hang with
tentacles and the wrong bits from abattiors; clusters of flies around decaying black flesh.



SF Dogma 10
www.theoretikos.com/sfdogma10

Hold on DAMIEN's face as it shifts from slight horror to complete disappointment.

DAMIEN
Hi dad.

Now we get a better view of DAMIEN'S DAD. Even so we still can't get a clear view of him
through either extreme close up, misaligned shot, bad lighting. He is vaguely humanoid -
maybe use these words: dark dripping icor tentacles misshappened fulgurous polypous
perversion. Downright ugly.

BEAT before his answer.

DAD
(His voice is rumbling and annoyed.)
Damien.

DAMIEN
| see you've help yourself to the kettle.

DAD looks down at a mug in his hand/tentacle then across, and view pans to the bench
where the kettle is kept. It's covered in black sticky stuff.

DAMIEN
(Arms folded.) What do you want?

DAD
Do you know how difficult it has been to
find you.

DAMIEN
What do you want?

DAD

The time is fast approaching. Nations
stand at war, the Earth is dying, and even
now the lamb approaches the Seals of
Judgement Day...

DAMIEN
(Hand goes to his eyes) Not this again...

DAD

You have a role to play in the End of
Times. You are he, that denieith the
Father and the Son. The Man of Sin who
is to come. The one known as deciever,



the desolator, the Angel of the Bottomless
Pit. You are the anti-

DAMIEN
Oh, stop with the names!

DAD
Be proud of you titles, son.

DAMIEN
You and bloody names! You raise it to a
whole new level of fetish-

DAD
| do not.

DAMIEN
Do too! Like what do you call yourself...?

DAD
| am known by many names! (Draws
breath.)

DAMIEN

Exactly, here it comes, the (immitates
DAD mockingly) "I am known by many
names" speech. "l am Lucifer, | am
Beealzeebub, | am the Lord of Flies, | am
the High Poobah of the Bog People."
Give it a rest!

DAD
(BEAT) (Indignant.) Well, | am known by
many names.
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There's an awkward pause. DAMIEN sighs, and sits in the chair in from of his DAD on the

other side of the table.

DAMIEN

| didn't mean to... It's just... It's been a
while, dad. | don't see you for years then
you suddenly turn up in my kitchen and
tell me you want me someplace for
something.

DAD
The time is upon us.



SF Dogma 10
www.theoretikos.com/sfdogma10

DAMIEN
Well | don't want to.

DAD
Why not?

DAMIEN

Look, dad, I've never been interested in
the family business. | don't care about the
coming war or what-have-you.

DAD
You do not know the identity that beats
within you-

DAMIEN
Uh-uh! You know nothing about me. I'm
married. | have another job.

DAD
Tempting the innocent? Corrupting the
righteous?

DAMIEN
I'm an actuary.

DAD
(Really disappointed.) Oh.

DAMIEN
Oh come on dad, what was | meant to be?

DAD

You're meant to be the antichrist! Start
acting like one, for God's sake! Oh! (Too
late, he slaps a hand over his own mouth.)

DAMIEN

How old was | when you left me with mum
with me while you went to discover
yourself? How was | meant to take an
interest?

DAD
How is your mother?

DAMIEN
She joined a convent.
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DAD
Ah, that hurts.

Another awkward pause.

DAD
What is an actuary?

DAMIEN
| deals with the financial impact of risk and
uncertainty.

DAD
Oh. Could probably use that...

DAMIEN
Don't start.

DAD
I'm not Beealzeebub, you know.

DAMIEN
What?

DAD

Beealzeebub. That's not me. He's a guy
at work. Lesser demon. Makes a mean
lasagne.

DAMIEN
Huh.

DAD

Actually, that's something he's pretty good
at. We look forward to lasagne Fridays
when Beebee's on the roster. Quite a
talent, all those layers of pasta, the
bolognase sauce, the cheese. Whereas
me... (the emotions are kicking round)
Me? | was meant to make the End of
Days. The kick-arse apocalypse, and I've
messed it up! (Sobs) | couldn't even
armageddon my way out of a paper bag!
I'm a loser. A big, sodding loser! (Howls
and tears.)

DAMIEN
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(Awkward, worried, looks over shoulder.)
Hey, hey, come on, enough of that. You're
not a loser. Hey. You might wake
somebody...

DAD
(Inconsolable crying) | don't care about
your wife!

DAMIEN
No, not her, | mean-

They both stop as they hear a baby cry.

DAD
Who was that?

DAMIEN
It's...it's my son. (Sheepish).

DAD
Son.

DAMIEN nods.

DAD

Son? | didn't know you had a son?!
(Suddenly clucky like a delighted mother.)
Can | see him?

6. Int. Baby's room.

This is the last room off the hallway. We've inside looking back at the door. There the
corner of a cot in shot. A nightlight illuminates the whole scene. The door opens with
DAMIEN. His DAD is behind him.

DAMIEN

Hey there, little man. (Soothing noises.
The baby is already settling itself back to
sleep.)

DAMIEN goes to the small bookcase and turns on a CD player that plays a lullaby. DAD
leans into the cot.

DAD

(To baby.) Look at you! Look at you with
your little toesies and nosie and and...
Aw, | bet you're a perfect little sweetie for
you mum and dad, aren't you. Yes you
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are. Yes you are. (While this happens
there is a shot of a perfectly normal baby
with the DAD's hand/tentacle coming into
shot to lovingly rub the child's head.) (To
DAMIEN.) What's his name?

DAMIEN
We called him Louis (french
pronouciation). After, well, after you.

DAD takes in breath and stares opened mouth at DAMIEN.

DAD

(Disbelieving joy.) You didn't. Aw, that's
so wonderful. (To baby.) Looie.
Looooooooooie.

DAMIEN
Look, ah, we'd better let him sleep. (Nods
towards door.)

DAD
Oh, yes, of course, of course, of course.

DAMIEN leaves through door and DAD turns to follow. At the door he stops and looks
back at the cot. Close up of face as it moves from joy to steely determination.

DAD
Be seeing you, Lou.

And he smile a smile that's far too wide and filled with too many teeth.
Closes the door. Fade to black while still hearing the tinkling baby lulaby.
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express permission from the Licensor to exercise rights under this License despite a previous violation.

9. "Publicly Perform" means to perform public recitations of the Work and to communicate to the public those public recitations, by any means or process, including by wire or
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10. "Reproduce" means to make copies of the Work by any means including without limitation by sound or visual recordings and the right of fixation and reproducing fixations of the
Work, including storage of a protected performance or phonogram in digital form or other electronic medium.

2. Fair Dealing Rights. Nothing in this License is intended to reduce, limit, or restrict any uses free from copyright or rights arising from limitations or exceptions that are provided for
in connection with the copyright protection under copyright law or other applicable laws.

3. License Grant. Subject to the terms and conditions of this License, Licensor hereby grants You a worldwide, royalty-free, non-exclusive, perpetual (for the duration of the applicable
copyright) license to exercise the rights in the Work as stated below:

1. to Reproduce the Work, to incorporate the Work into one or more Collections, and to Reproduce the Work as incorporated in the Collections;

2. to create and Reproduce Adaptations provided that any such Adaptation, including any translation in any medium, takes reasonable steps to clearly label, demarcate or
otherwise identify that changes were made to the original Work. For example, a translation could be marked "The original work was translated from English to Spanish," or a
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technically necessary to exercise the rights in other media and formats. Subject to Section 8(f), all rights not expressly granted by Licensor are hereby reserved, including but not
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4. Restrictions. The license granted in Section 3 above is expressly made subject to and limited by the following restrictions:

1. You may Distribute or Publicly Perform the Work only under the terms of this License. You must include a copy of, or the Uniform Resource Identifier (URI) for, this License with
every copy of the Work You Distribute or Publicly Perform. You may not offer or impose any terms on the Work that restrict the terms of this License or the ability of the recipient of the
Work to exercise the rights granted to that recipient under the terms of the License. You may not sublicense the Work. You must keep intact all notices that refer to this License and to
the disclaimer of warranties with every copy of the Work You Distribute or Publicly Perform. When You Distribute or Publicly Perform the Work, You may not impose any effective
technological measures on the Work that restrict the ability of a recipient of the Work from You to exercise the rights granted to that recipient under the terms of the License. This
Section 4(a) applies to the Work as incorporated in a Collection, but this does not require the Collection apart from the Work itself to be made subject to the terms of this License. If
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create an Adaptation, upon notice from any Licensor You must, to the extent practicable, remove from the Adaptation any credit as required by Section 4(d), as requested.

2. You may Distribute or Publicly Perform an Adaptation only under: (i) the terms of this License; (i) a later version of this License with the same License Elements as this License;
(iii) a Creative Commons jurisdiction license (either this or a later license version) that contains the same License Elements as this License (e.g., Attribution-NonCommercial-
ShareAlike 3.0 US) ("Applicable License"). You must include a copy of, or the URI, for Applicable License with every copy of each Adaptation You Distribute or Publicly Perform. You
may not offer or impose any terms on the Adaptation that restrict the terms of the Applicable License or the ability of the recipient of the Adaptation to exercise the rights granted to
that recipient under the terms of the Applicable License. You must keep intact all notices that refer to the Applicable License and to the disclaimer of warranties with every copy of the
Work as included in the Adaptation You Distribute or Publicly Perform. When You Distribute or Publicly Perform the Adaptation, You may not impose any effective technological
measures on the Adaptation that restrict the ability of a recipient of the Adaptation from You to exercise the rights granted to that recipient under the terms of the Applicable License.
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the Applicable License.
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monetary compensation. The exchange of the Work for other copyrighted works by means of digital file-sharing or otherwise shall not be considered to be intended for or directed
toward commercial advantage or private monetary compensation, provided there is no payment of any monetary compensation in con-nection with the exchange of copyrighted
works.

4. If You Distribute, or Publicly Perform the Work or any Adaptations or Collections, You must, unless a request has been made pursuant to Section 4(a), keep intact all copyright
notices for the Work and provide, reasonable to the medium or means You are utilizing: (i) the name of the Original Author (or pseudonym, if applicable) if supplied, and/or if the
Original Author and/or Licensor designate another party or parties (e.g., a sponsor institute, publishing entity, journal) for attribution ("Attribution Parties") in Licensor's copyright
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1. Non-waivable Compulsory License Schemes. In those jurisdictions in which the right to collect royalties through any statutory or compulsory licensing scheme cannot be
waived, the Licensor reserves the exclusive right to collect such royalties for any exercise by You of the rights granted under this License;

2. Waivable Compulsory License Schemes. In those jurisdictions in which the right to collect royalties through any statutory or compulsory licensing scheme can be waived, the
Licensor reserves the exclusive right to collect such royalties for any exercise by You of the rights granted under this License if Your exercise of such rights is for a purpose or use
which is otherwise than noncommercial as permitted under Section 4(c) and otherwise waives the right to collect royalties through any statutory or compulsory licensing scheme; and,

3. Voluntary License Schemes. The Licensor reserves the right to collect royalties, whether individually or, in the event that the Licensor is a member of a collecting society that
administers voluntary licensing schemes, via that society, from any exercise by You of the rights granted under this License that is for a purpose or use which is otherwise than
noncommercial as permitted under Section 4(c).

6. Except as otherwise agreed in writing by the Licensor or as may be otherwise permitted by applicable law, if You Reproduce, Distribute or Publicly Perform the Work either by
itself or as part of any Adaptations or Collections, You must not distort, mutilate, modify or take other derogatory action in relation to the Work which would be prejudicial to the
Original Author's honor or reputation. Licensor agrees that in those jurisdictions (e.g. Japan), in which any exercise of the right granted in Section 3(b) of this License (the right to
make Adaptations) would be deemed to be a distortion, mutilation, modification or other derogatory action prejudicial to the Original Author's honor and reputation, the Licensor will
waive or not assert, as appropriate, this Section, to the fullest extent permitted by the applicable national law, to enable You to reasonably exercise Your right under Section 3(b) of
this License (right to make Adaptations) but not otherwise.

5. Representations, Warranties and Disclaimer

UNLESS OTHERWISE MUTUALLY AGREED TO BY THE PARTIES IN WRITING AND TO THE FULLEST EXTENT PERMITTED BY APPLICABLE LAW, LICENSOR OFFERS THE
WORK AS-IS AND MAKES NO REPRESENTATIONS OR WARRANTIES OF ANY KIND CONCERNING THE WORK, EXPRESS, IMPLIED, STATUTORY OR OTHERWISE,
INCLUDING, WITHOUT LIMITATION, WARRANTIES OF TITLE, MERCHANTABILITY, FITNESS FOR A PARTICULAR PURPOSE, NONINFRINGEMENT, OR THE ABSENCE OF
LATENT OR OTHER DEFECTS, ACCURACY, OR THE PRESENCE OF ABSENCE OF ERRORS, WHETHER OR NOT DISCOVERABLE. SOME JURISDICTIONS DO NOT
ALLOW THE EXCLUSION OF IMPLIED WARRANTIES, SO THIS EXCLUSION MAY NOT APPLY TO YOU.

6. Limitation on Liability. EXCEPT TO THE EXTENT REQUIRED BY APPLICABLE LAW, IN NO EVENT WILL LICENSOR BE LIABLE TO YOU ON ANY LEGAL THEORY FOR ANY
SPECIAL, INCIDENTAL, CONSEQUENTIAL, PUNITIVE OR EXEMPLARY DAMAGES ARISING OUT OF THIS LICENSE OR THE USE OF THE WORK, EVEN IF LICENSOR HAS
BEEN ADVISED OF THE POSSIBILITY OF SUCH DAMAGES.

7. Termination

1. This License and the rights granted hereunder will terminate automatically upon any breach by You of the terms of this License. Individuals or entities who have received
Adaptations or Collections from You under this License, however, will not have their licenses terminated provided such individuals or entities remain in full compliance with those
licenses. Sections 1, 2, 5, 6, 7, and 8 will survive any termination of this License.

2. Subject to the above terms and conditions, the license granted here is perpetual (for the duration of the applicable copyright in the Work). Notwithstanding the above, Licensor
reserves the right to release the Work under different license terms or to stop distributing the Work at any time; provided, however that any such election will not serve to withdraw
this License (or any other license that has been, or is required to be, granted under the terms of this License), and this License will continue in full force and effect unless terminated
as stated above.

8. Miscellaneous

1. Each time You Distribute or Publicly Perform the Work or a Collection, the Licensor offers to the recipient a license to the Work on the same terms and conditions as the license
granted to You under this License.

2. Each time You Distribute or Publicly Perform an Adaptation, Licensor offers to the recipient a license to the original Work on the same terms and conditions as the license granted
to You under this License.

3. If any provision of this License is invalid or unenforceable under applicable law, it shall not affect the validity or enforceability of the remainder of the terms of this License, and
without further action by the parties to this agreement, such provision shall be reformed to the minimum extent necessary to make such provision valid and enforceable.

4. No term or provision of this License shall be deemed waived and no breach consented to unless such waiver or consent shall be in writing and signed by the party to be charged
with such waiver or consent.

5. This License constitutes the entire agreement between the parties with respect to the Work licensed here. There are no understandings, agreements or representations with
respect to the Work not specified here. Licensor shall not be bound by any additional provisions that may appear in any communication from You. This License may not be modified
without the mutual written agreement of the Licensor and You.

6. The rights granted under, and the subject matter referenced, in this License were drafted utilizing the terminology of the Berne Convention for the Protection of Literary and
Artistic Works (as amended on September 28, 1979), the Rome Convention of 1961, the WIPO Copyright Treaty of 1996, the WIPO Performances and Phonograms Treaty of 1996
and the Universal Copyright Convention (as revised on July 24, 1971). These rights and subject matter take effect in the relevant jurisdiction in which the License terms are sought to
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applicable copyright law includes additional rights not granted under this License, such additional rights are deemed to be included in the License; this License is not intended to
restrict the license of any rights under applicable law.
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